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finances, to undertake more than it has done for the popular
cause, in this very important item of its duties and obligations,
In this view the apparent purposelessness of now promulgating
the late Bengal Secretary's letter of the 19th October I860,, so
long after the subject of discussion has passed from, before the
public, is satisfactorily and sufficiently explained.

It is not our purpose to analyze, to approve or combat the
conclusions or suggestions of this letter: many of them are pre-
cisely our own. But the whole system, so constituted, we pre-
sume, has been on practical trial ever since, "with what success
is fully known to those only, who may be behind the Depart-
mental screens ; for scant of late has been the information made
public on the subject. At this juncture, however, we desire to
offer certain suggestions on the subject of the education of the
people by means of their own Vernacular, which were put on
paper, and intended to have been put forth when that question
was first broached. And the same excuse, that to our apprehen-
sion, suffices, as above hinted, for the justification of Government,
in now, after the lapse of years, giving to the public Mr. Seton
Karris letter of the 19th October, will perhaps be admitted also
in our own case.

We have a further apology to make. British India is an ex-
tensive empire, embracing within its limits races who present a
great variety in their physjcal and moral aspects, in language and
creed, temper and intelligence, customs and prejudices. The same
observation applies with truth, in a less degree, even to those
provinces into which the empire is sub-divided. No one, without
such extensive experience as is possessed by few, is competent to
enunciate from his own little corner of the country, views and
opinions, plans and propositions, which shall be equally applicable
and suitable to all these varying races and conditions. The broad
principles of a policy, may be the same for North aud South,
East and West. But when we descend to practice, to the adap-
tation of a policy, to the elaboration of a scheme or plan by
means of which it is to be applied,and its objects are to be attained,
special considerations, peculiarities, and prejudices, varying with
latitude and longitude, require attention and allowance! It is on
this account that our suggestions in this paper shall entirely, and
our remarks generally speaking, be limited in their reference to
a small section of the Lower Provinces, namely, to the Province
of Orissa, as at present defined. In this section of the country,
we have well defined and moderate limits to work within, and a
sufficiently numerous population, with a well defined character